The three tier family support system in care of the elderly.
Changes in work and social patterns have led to reexamination of the role of the three tier family in caring for the elderly. This paper examines current knowledge about the changing function of the three tier family, the benefits to the family and the elders, and the potential problems and costs of such arrangements. Recommendations are made regarding social policies and formal supports which will encourage and enhance positive function of multi-generational families.